False-positive radionuclide arthroscintigraphy with a porous-coated total hip prosthesis.
The evaluation of a painful hip prosthesis for suspected loosening frequently requires a multi-modality approach. Radionuclide arthroscintigraphy is a valuable adjunct to contrast arthrography, demonstrating greater sensitivity than contrast arthrography in detecting loosening of the femoral component of the prosthesis. Despite its reliability in the evaluation of cemented hip prostheses, the value of arthroscintigraphy in patients with uncemented or porous-coated prostheses is undetermined. The case of a false-positive radionuclide arthroscintigram in a patient with an uncemented prosthesis is reported. The literature is briefly examined, and the potential implications regarding interpretation of arthroscintigraphy in patients with porous-coated prostheses are discussed.